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Mud, hard and rocky substrates, the deep sea, the intertidal zone

The head of the sabellid blooms out from the sediment and filters food 
from the water. When the sabellid is finished eating, it retracts its head 
into the soil.

They have tiny eyes for detecting danger.

segmented

Yes!

Burrowing 

Diopatra create root-like tubes, which stabilize the mud habitat and hold the sediment 
together, providing a more permanent habitat for other organisms in the area. 

Diopatra have glands behind their head which secrete a glue-like substance. They combine 
this glue with sand and bits of shell. 

They retract back into their tubes

Giant tube worms live deep in the ocean at the floor near hot thermal vents.

Bacteria live within the body of the giant tube worms. These bacteria help 
the worms to obtain nutrition to grow up to 3 feet in a year.
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The extendable tentacles pick up food particles and bring them to their mouth. The mouth 
sorts the particles. Some of the particles are used to build up their tube while other are 
ingested as food. 

The scale worm lives between the tube feet of the sea star. The 
scale worm attaches to the sea star and moves with the sea star, 
eating leftover food from the sea star.

Leeches have an anesthetic chemical in their saliva that they inject 
into their victims. This allows them to feed without being 
detected.

Several months

7 years!

300 miles

Earthworms recycle nutrients in the soil when they eat and poop. 

Answers vary (many students enjoy learning about the variety of annelids and that most 
aren’t earthworms!)

In marine ecosystems
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