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Over 150,000

Snail, cockle, top snail, squid, limpet, octopus, giant clam, abalone

The body of a mollusk is rich in protein and tastes good. 

foot muscle

radula

mantle

While many mollusks do have an external shell, not all do. Squid and octopuses lack an 
external shell.

The shell of the leafy hornmouth has three high ridges. When a crab tries to crack open the 
shell, the ridges make it difficult for the crab to get a strong grip.

The foot of the abalone is soft and muscular, lacking a skeleton or bones. 
It is able to stretch out while simultaneously holding on. 

The cockle uses its foot to burrow or to kick away from the hunting 
moon snail. 

The moon snail uses its foot to burrow beneath the sand and come up from 
underneath a cockle, grabbing it and surrounding it while it feeds. 

The radula is a rasping tongue-like structure in the mouth that is covered with 
rows of sharp teeth. The radula moves back and forth like a chainsaw blade, 
grinding into prey.
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Nautiluses don’t use their tentacles, but instead pull water into their body 
and force it out through a funnel. This propels and steers the nautilus.

Nautiluses are slow.

To gain speed, the squid had to lose its protective outer shell.

The pen provides support.

20 miles per hour

Squid are efficient and fast swimmers, allowing them to hunt and evade predators.
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Intelligence

Octopuses can camouflage into their surroundings. They can change both 
their color and their texture instantaneously. 

The blue-ringed octopus flashes its colorful rings at predators.

Octopuses tuck most of their arms in and awkwardly walk on two or three of 
them along the ocean floor.

The body plan of a mollusk has greatly adapted over time. 
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