Chordates: We’re All Family Worksheet

The word chordata is from the Latin for ‘chord.’ At some stage in their lives, all chordates possess a notochord, which is a stiff rod located below the nerve cord.
Chordates range from obscure organisms that live in the ocean and look more like sponges to the more familiar terrestrial vertebrates that look like us.

All chordates have the features of the phylum listed below at some point in their development.

Chordates include: tunicates, lancelets, hagfish, and vertebrates, including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.
Features of the Phylum

· Notochord: an elongate rod-like structure located above the gut and below the nerve cord
· Dorsal nerve cord: a hollow tube that in most chordates differentiates into a brain in the front and a spinal cord behind
· Gill slits: structures that open to the outside located behind the mouth and in front of the esophagus

Gills are prominent in adult fish but gill slits are present only in the embryos of other vertebrates. 

· Segmented muscles (except for tunicates)
· Post-anal tail: not always present in the adult
Key words and additional concepts

Tetrapod: four-legged vertebrates that have traditionally been classified into the reptiles, amphibians, birds, and mammals. These groups do not reflect the evolutionary history of the tetrapods, so modern systematics have changed the classification based on the structure of the skull.
Asteroid: from the Greek meaning ‘star-like form.’ Asteroids are small solar system bodies in orbit around the sun. Although the video presents the scenario of an asteroid hitting the earth causing major disruptions and the mass extinction of the dinosaurs, scientists are still debating what really happened.
